Application No. 10/549,772 

Reply to Office Action of April 4, 2007 

Amendment to and Listing of the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 2, 4-5 and 8 without prejudice and amend claims 1 , 3, 7, 9-18 and 
20-21, wherein strikethrough indicates a deletion and underline indicates an addition, as follows. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A pan el for a fence having at least one hollow rail and a plurality 
of pickets supported by the rail, wherein the pickets enter the rail by passage through respective 
entry apertures in the rail, and arfr-fetened-to-therart-by lo cat e d inside the rail a 
portion of each picket located inside the rail is deformed to the reby prevent further pass 
pickets thro i igh I h e u respective entry apertures. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) A panel for a fence according to claim [[2]] .].., wherein the portion 
of each picket that has been deformed within the rail has a partly flattened shape thai no longer 
matches the shape of the respective entry aperture in the rail. 

4-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) A panel for a fence according to claim 1 wherein the pickets pass though only one 
side of the rail and end at an internal wall within the rail, end portions of the pickets being held 
in respective apertures of the internal wall. 

7. (Currently Amended) A panel for a fence having at least one hollow rail and a plurality 
of pickets supported by the rail, wherein the rail has an external wall with entry apertures for the 
pickets, and an internal strueta r e wall for holding end portions of the pickets, and wherein each 
picket enters the rail through a respective entry aperture and has an. end portion which is held by 
th e internal structure a correspondi n g holding aperture in th e internal wall . 
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8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A [[fence]] panel according to claim [[8]] 7_, wherein the holding 
apertures are aligned with the entry apertures so that the pickets are perpendicular to the rail. 

10. (Currently Amended) A [[fence]] panel according to claim [[8]] 7, wherein the holding 
apertures are offset from the entry apertures so that, the pickets are not perpendicular to the rail 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A [[fence]] panel according to claim [[9]] L wherein the internal 
structur e wall is moveable within the rail to vary the alignment of the holding apertures and the 
entry apertures. 

12. (Currently Amended) A [[fence]] panel according to claim [[7]] 4, wherein the holding 
aper tures are formed bv internal str uoturc includ es a plurality of flanges which receive end 
portions of respective pickets. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A [[fence]] panel according to claim [[7]] 4 A wherein the pickets 
are fastened to the rail by fastening laeans-pfo-vided- ins i d e th e rail, either a rod tfafrt-eea flects the 
pi c ke ts wi t hin the-ratl-of a deformed portion of each picket within the rail 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a picket structure, including: providing a 
hollow rail to support a plurality of pickets, passing each picket at least partly through the rail, 
and fastening the pickets to the rail by movement of a f astening tool through ftoro - within the rail. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 4, further including pr ov i ding a pair 
of hollow rails to support the pickets, passing each picket entirely through at least one of the 
rails, and fastening the pickets to the rails from within the rails. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14, further including al igning-all- of 
the-f^ets-w&ft^ t h e pickets to the rail b y a s ub st - a n- t i al - l y-eoatette«s 
mevemefrt-effre rifflfiing - tool -thro ug h the r a il wherein the fastening tool is a crimping tool whjch 
deforms the picke ts within the rail 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [[1 6]] 14, further including passing 
the crimping fastening tool longitudinally one way through the rail before passing the pickets 
laterally tlirough the rail, and then drawing the tool back through the rail to crimp the pickets 
from within the rail. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [[1 6]] J4. further including passing 
the pickets laterally through the rail and then passing the crimpin g fastening tool longitudinally 
back and forth through the rail to [[crimp]] fasten the pickets from within the rail. 

19. (Withdrawn) Apparatus for forming a fence panel including: a frame for supporting two 
or more rails of the panel in position to receive pickets, a fastening tool mounted on the frame in 
alignment or for alignment with the rails, and a tool driver that drives the tool through the rails to 
fasten the pickets to the rails from within the rails. 

20. (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) Apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the frame 
supports a panel having two parallel rails and the fastening tool has two parallel crimping 
deforming rods aligned with the rails. 

2 1 . (Withdrawn and Currently Amended) Apparatus according to claim 20 wherein each rod 
of the e rim p ing fastening tool has an expanded end portion that deforms the pickets within the 
rail. 
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22. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claim 1 9 wherein the driver pushes the tool 
through the rails before the pickets are placed in the rails and then pulls the tool back through the 
rails to fasten the pickets in place. 

23. (Withdrawn) Apparatus according to claim 19 wherein the driver pushes and pulls the 
tool into and out of the rails after the pickets are in place. 
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